Darya Bronston _ s : Jaime M. Waydo

BY ISABELLE GULLO

omen may be fro

Venus, but when it

to the female
engineers and designers involv
constructing NASA's latest rove
all about Mars —the new M
Laboratory (MSL), developed
Propulsion Labs (JPL) in Pasad
will become the third generatio
to explore the red planet.

Altogether, NASA has about
people working on the new missi
each person playing a key role in
development. Santa Barbara is ma
its contributions, too, thanks to local
entrepreneur Darya Bronston. Her
small business, DKB Resources Inc.,
and its team of engineers, designers and
program managers have already helped
put two rovers on Mars by providing
engineering, layout and manufacturing
support for JPL.
“During the Spirit and Opportunity

missions, we helped with many of
the circuit boards used in the cruise

stage and the camera board that takes with an organic chemistry lab onboard.

documentation photos during the lander has 10 different science instruments —an

stage,” says 38-year-old Bronston. incredible amount of science —and is the

Her company and its partners are also largest rover ever built. “We started with  days, you'll find [
responsible for the engineering, design Sojourner in the late '90s,” says Waydo, slacks and a pretty blouse
layout and manufacturing who has worked on the MSL since the

support of the very beginning in 2003. “That rover was
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for Santa

arbara’s Bronston has been

“WE BELIEVE THAT ONE PROJECT, ONE COMPANY,
ONE COMMUNITY CAN CHANGE THE WORLD."

— DARYA BRONSTON

rector didn’t grow
aming she’d be involved in this
ne of work. “It was circumstance and

curiosity that brought me here,” she says.
I love working with people and offering
solutions to create successful projects.
You have to be open to new opportunities

now, the young engineer is busy

ing about building and perfecting
the mobility system of a rover that will
climb rocks much bigger and drive
distances much farther than any previous
mission. The biggest reward in the end,
she says, “is the day we see the MSL5s
first tire tracks in the dirt on Mars,
knowing that those tracks look the way
they do because we designed them
that way.” Cosmic indeed. *
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